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MIKE BOLHUIS:
THE FLAMINGO PROJECT

PART 9

THE RETURN TO KAMFER DAM!

 The official release of 59 Lesser Flamingo-juveniles, took place on
Tuesday 28 May 2019.

 
Mr Mike Bolhuis, who initiated the rescue project on 24 January 2019,

was accompanied by Linja Allen from Saam-Staan Kimberley, Dr.
Donovan Smith - veterinarian, officials from the

Department of Nature Conservation and Environmental Affairs, local
and international volunteers, Herbert Booth, who is the owner of the

property, and Brian Culver, amateur nature conservationist- and
photographer. The historical day will be part of the Bolhuis-series, and

the Provoco-filming crew joined the group at the dam. 

It was an emotional scene and breath-taking event, when the birds
reached the clay border around the dam, spread their wings and took

flight for the very first time.
 

Two smaller releases took place earlier in preparation for the third
release of the 28th. As mentioned before, the initial trial release was

on 8 May 2019, and the second release was on Monday, 27 May 2019.
Some operational issues had to be dealt with according to Dr. Smith,
as each release requires an immense amount of work and planning,

which results in a few very anxious and distressing weeks.

In total 170 Flamingos have been released, with only two of the
youngsters deciding not to venture out in the wild just yet. He

continues, that flamingos are very fragile birds which require a lot of
care, and for them to integrate without any hesitation and to such an
effective level with their wild counterparts, is a major triumph and a

success story in its own right.

There are over four hundred Flamingos that need to be released soon
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but are being held, owing to poor plumage condition.  Unfortunately,
the diet that was created to mimic the nutrients the Flamingos' need
to thrive, is causing a few side effects on their ability to develop and

maintain proper plumage. The birds need to be waterproof in order to
survive in their natural environment.  In addition, Kimberley is

entering winter, making it more important than ever to have healthy
plumage to regulate body temperature. 

Mr Booth, the owner of the property, and the remaining volunteers will
continue to monitor the surrounding area and ensure that the birds
are safe. It is a relief that the whole project will not end with the

release of the birds but will continue through observation, to allow
for the study and the preservation of the birds and their habitat. The
process will be managed by the Sol Plaatjies University and BCRE,

Nelson Mandela University as well as Onderstepoort, as noted in our
previous project. This is extremely important whilst the municipal
sewerage facility is upgraded to facilitate a sustainable source of

water, for the survival of the Flamingos. There are other responsible
parties involved too, such as Ekapa-mine, which is part of the long-

term project and also responsible for the integrity of the water and the
eco-system surrounding the dam.

 
This rescue and eventual release were possible because of the
involvement of many, many volunteers, big corporations, small
business’, qualified individuals and caring families. We are truly
grateful to every single person involved, for their loyalty and

commitment. 

It is important for me to reiterate that the highest praise must go to
our Almighty God. It is only by His grace that we are fortunate

enough, to have been part of this amazing journey.

URGENT REQUEST FROM KAMFERS DAM:

Flamingo rescue 2019

I would like to start off by thanking everyone who has been involved with the
flamingo rescue over the last 5 months. Remarkable progress has been made with
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the flamingo chicks rescued from Kamfers Dam, with now just over 150 individuals
successfully being released back into the wild flock. Nevertheless, many challenges
still lie ahead. There are over four hundred remaining flamingos that need to be
released soon but are being held due to poor plumage condition.  Unfortunately, the
diet that was created to mimic the nutrients the flamingos need to thrive, is having
negative affects on their ability to develop and maintain proper plumage. 

The commercial flamingo diet is supplied in a powder form that is then mixed with
water before feeding out. Overtime, the diet has begun to build a waxy coating on
the Flamingos’ bills. In their attempts to preen, the birds are coating their plumage
in the waxy residue and in turn, delaying their ability to become “waterproof”. As we
all know, if the birds are not waterproof, they simply cannot survive in their natural
environment.  In addition, Kimberley is entering winter months, making it more
important than ever to have healthy plumage to regulate body temperature. 

We have spent the last few months attempting to manage this issue with a less
invasive approach by changing feeding methods and providing an excess of fresh
water for bathing. After seeing a slower improvement than needed, manual bill
clearing was implemented as well. These changes have shown a direct impact on
plumage condition and in turn, waterproofing. However, with low staffing and an
abundance of birds, timing is also now critical, and we will need to speed up the
process of preparing the birds for release by mid-June using a more hands in
approach. A goal that is set to increase their chances of survival in the wild. 

In addition to bill cleanings, we have begun to manually remove the waxy build-up
by bathing the birds. This began with the help of American volunteers that had
previous experience with oiled birds.  We have seen an immediate effect on the
plumage of our “clean” birds and are confident this will set them up for a successful
release. As mentioned before, the diet they are eating is causing the issue and
therefore, the sooner we can bathe birds and provide them with the proper time to
build back their natural waterproofing, the better.

As many of you may know, the process of bathing oiled birds is extremely time
consuming and requires prior knowledge and experience.  We, therefore, once
again, call out to volunteers that are able to help in this regard. Experienced
individuals will be needed to help supervise and wash the birds, while additional
people will be needed to assist to keep the process moving quickly. Please bare in
mind that the flamingos needing direct assistance are located in Kimberley, South
Africa. 

We will also be in need of sponsors for equipment, a gas geyser, as well as travel,
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food and birding expenses for volunteers. Anybody that can assist in this regard can
please send an email to donovan19@me.com or contact Glynis on +27 (82) 701-
8179 so that we can start gauging interest in this project and then hopefully start
coordinating the effort as soon as possible. 

Regards from the Flamingo team
Mike Bolhuis (082 447 6116); Linja Allen (072 011 2335) and 
Donovan Smith (082 561 4760)

 

VIDEOS FROM 28 MAY 2019, AT KAMFERS DAM:
https://youtu.be/aPhADfjwk2M

https://youtu.be/43TyzBcghnE

https://youtu.be/iGuFDoia9vg

https://youtu.be/ewkzv2-QsMM

https://youtu.be/aMQXZn1u0CQ

https://youtu.be/3yl_It9HgOI

RELATED ARTICLES:
https://www.netwerk24.com/Nuus/Omgewing/bolhuis-emosioneel-oor-vrylating-van-

flaminke-20190528
https://maroelamedia.co.za/nuus/sa-nuus/fotos-talle-kuikens-nou-weer-tuis-by-

kamfersdam/
https://www.netwerk24.com/huisgenoot/Nuus/hg-loer-in-by-kimberley-flaminke-na-

reuse-reddingspoging-20190524
https://www.netwerk24.com/Nuus/Omgewing/flaminkies-pas-goed-aan-na-

reddingspoging-20190526
 

BEFORE: 
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/draft/AgFNP0rY_zdv2wAAAWjHZtihYbiX4wZl_1A6IFio4

RLUYeWONmh-7CtZQQkxRaKZHU0GJGw

 AFTER:
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/draft/AgGXZf7r21v-

zgAAAWjHb0AbCULzkjoAGTHqnqchtdsObO2xWtuD8j8BeLM7A1Uec-Rvglg

FLAMINGO PROJECT - PART 1
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/81ca5a64b7a954042f1ee5ab2/files/a8a2a703-4835-

46f8-9631-226e01e01fde/Gmail_FLAMINGO_PROJECT.pdf

FLAMINGO PROJECT - PART 2
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/81ca5a64b7a954042f1ee5ab2/files/f1d3b703-b22f-4d62-

b520-677a9abf6325/Gmail_FLAMINGO_PROJECT_PART_2.01.pdf

mailto:donovan19@me.com
https://www.netwerk24.com/Nuus/Omgewing/bolhuis-emosioneel-oor-vrylating-van-flaminke-20190528
https://www.netwerk24.com/Nuus/Omgewing/bolhuis-emosioneel-oor-vrylating-van-flaminke-20190528
https://maroelamedia.co.za/nuus/sa-nuus/fotos-talle-kuikens-nou-weer-tuis-by-kamfersdam/
https://maroelamedia.co.za/nuus/sa-nuus/fotos-talle-kuikens-nou-weer-tuis-by-kamfersdam/
https://www.netwerk24.com/huisgenoot/Nuus/hg-loer-in-by-kimberley-flaminke-na-reuse-reddingspoging-20190524
https://www.netwerk24.com/huisgenoot/Nuus/hg-loer-in-by-kimberley-flaminke-na-reuse-reddingspoging-20190524
https://www.netwerk24.com/Nuus/Omgewing/flaminkies-pas-goed-aan-na-reddingspoging-20190526
https://www.netwerk24.com/Nuus/Omgewing/flaminkies-pas-goed-aan-na-reddingspoging-20190526
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FLAMINGO PROJECT - PART 3
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/81ca5a64b7a954042f1ee5ab2/files/2e5c020c-bc80-

4473-8d8b-fd2cc63f066e/Gmail_FLAMINGO_PROJECT_PART_3.pdf

FLAMINGO PROJECT - PART 4
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/81ca5a64b7a954042f1ee5ab2/files/d05f8eaa-93da-

49d0-9dd8-d4ed2cd64bee/Gmail_FLAMINGO_PROJECT_PART_4.pdf

FLAMINGO PROJECT - PART 5
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/81ca5a64b7a954042f1ee5ab2/files/18d2fa7e-60f0-4929-

bba9-b9a4309a44a9/Gmail_FLAMINGO_PROJECT_PART_5.pdf

FLAMINGO PROJECT - PART 6
https://mailchi.mp/6f05a36fea60/mike-bolhuis-the-flamingo-project

FLAMINGO PROJECT - PART 7
http://mailchi.mp/7c29e5488257/mike-bolhuis-the-flamingo-project

FLAMINGO PROJECT - PART 8
https://mailchi.mp/fe91bc26cd85/mike-bolhuis-the-flamingo-project

SEE BELOW THE LINK WITH MORE INFORMATION WITH REGARDS
TO THE FLAMINGO PROJECT:

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/draft/AgGkscswrl0DEwAAAWitZcJvpZaeqvqWGJcb4yY
MqzfMhxixtQYUhz9gcA2GZGSgyIiUlrQ

 

If anyone has any information relating to the above, please contact us. All
information will be treated with the utmost privacy and confidentiality.

You may forward this information.

Regards

Mike Bolhuis.
Specialist Investigators into
Serious Violent & Serious Economic Crimes
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949
Cell no:  0824476116

javascript:;


International calls:  +27 824476116
E-mail: mikebolhuis1@gmail.com
Fax:  086 585 4924

Follow us on Facebook to view our projects -
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mike-Bolhuis/699211183522411?fref=ts

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: Our biggest enemy is disinformation. If you
receive any information regarding my organisation that concerns you,
please contact me, Mike Bolhuis, directly to confirm whether the
information is indeed factual or not.
STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment we require a formal
mandate with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not
make use of our services – you may not under any circumstance use my
name or the name of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever
end.
 

SSS Task Team:
 

Mr. Werner Koekemoer
S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
Second in Charge (2IC)
Head: Serious & Violent Crimes
Head: K9 Unit
Head: Anti-Poaching Unit
Head: Crime Prevention
Head: Anti-Crime Unit
Head: Crime Intelligence Unit
Head Covert Operations
Narcotics & Security Specialist
Head: Serious Violent Crimes Unit
Cell no:  082 820 3680
International calls:  +27 82 820 3680
E-mail: koekies.wk@gmail.com
Fax:  086 517 1160

Mr. Koos Gerber
S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
Head: Protection Unit
K9 Unit
Track & Tracing Unit
Risk Analysis Unit
Cell no: 082 952 6909

mailto:mikebolhuis1@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mike-Bolhuis/699211183522411?fref=ts
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Email: kooscastle@gmail.com

Mr. Luke Enslin 
BA (Unisa) & National Diploma (Pol.)
S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator
Special Investigations – Project Manager & Investigations Head: SA 00013/00
Organised Crime Threat Compiler & Organised Crime Investigator
Prevention of Organised Crime (POCA) Specialist
Multidisciplinary Under Cover Operative & Project Leader & Investigator
Cell no: 082 222 5821
Cell no: 079 533 7069
E-mail: luke.enslin@gmail.com

X. Col. Vince Harris
S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
Senior Specialist Investigator: Senior Investigator Phase 1 / 2 / 3
Cell no: 082 673 1830
E-mail: vinceharris0@gmail.com

Mr. Rass Hamilton
S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
K9 - Drug Enforcement Unit
K9 - Visual Tracking Unit
K9 - Explosive Identification Unit
Cell no: 062 025 4061
E-mail:  hammiesk9@gmail.com 

Mr. Danie Botha
S.S.S. Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
Intelligence Gathering & Covert Operations Specialist
Cable theft investigations Specialist
Cell no: 083 459 8818
International calls:  +27 83 459 8818
E-mail: daniebothasss@gmail.com 

Mr. Gerhard Vermaak
S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Economic Crimes
Head: Forensic Investigation Unit
Cell no: 082 411 4674
E-mail: probexn@outlook.com

Mr. Ivan Barnard
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S.S.S. Specialist Investigator: Internet Fraud
Head of Cybercrime Division - Email Scams, Internet Scams & Internet Fraud
Cryptocurrency & Blockchain Specialist
Certified MCP
White Hat – Ethical Hacker
Darkweb Expert
Cell no: 082 990 3411
E-mail: ivan.barnard@gmail.com

Mr. Anton Bonthuys
S.S.S. Specialist Investigator
Specialist Data Analyst
IBMi2 Specialist
Telecommunication Specialist
Specialist Investigator - Money Laundering
Cell no: 083 236 1598
E-mail: anton@aabranding.co.za 

Mr. Hein Jooste
Specialised Security Services
Specialist Investigator
Crime Prevention Operative
Crime Intelligence & Covert Operative
Anti-Hijack & Security Specialist
Anti-Industrial/Corporate Espionage/Sabotage Specialist
Tracking & Tracing Specialist
VIP & Close Protection Operative
Special Weapons & Tactics Specialist
Mobile: +27 83 759 8689
Email: fourways.swordfighting@gmail.com

Mr. Tony Naidoo
S.S.S. Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
Intelligence Gathering and Covert Operations Specialist
Serial Killing Investigation Specialist
Kidnapping Investigation Specialist
Armed Robbery Investigation Specialist
Fraud Investigation Specialist
Cell no: +27 63 248 7260
E-mail: tonynaidoo1970@gmail.com

Mr. Cecil Benade
S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
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K9 - Drug Enforcement Unit
K9 - Visual Tracking Unit
K9 - Explosive Identification Unit
Cell no: 082 459 2555
E-mail: cecilbenade75@gmail.com 

Mr. Coenraad Croukamp
S.S.S. Specialist Investigator: Serious Economic Crimes 
Head: Serious Economic Offences
Fraud Investigations Expert
Investigator of all Commercial related Crimes
(Companies Act, Insolvency Act, Copyright Act, Trademarks Act) 
Security Specialist
Cell no:  082 510 4963
International calls:  +27 82 510 4963
E-mail: crouks.sss@gmail.com 
Fax:  086 517 1160
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