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THE MIKE BOLHUIS FLAMINGO PROJECT

On 24 January 2019, over 2 134 Flamingo-
chicks were rescued from the

drought-stricken Kampfers Dam, in Kimberley.
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Today we celebrate the Mike Bolhuis
Flamingo Project 1-year anniversary.

 

Today we reflect on one year of an adventure we have never experienced
before. A year in which our lives were enriched unexpectedly and a year turning
out to be a steep learning curve for most of us. This project challenged us to be
significantly more than what we imagined we could ever be.

We appreciate each and everyone's involvement and commitment. Our
volunteers, our group of private and corporate benefactors and philanthropists,
professional veterinarians and their teams, government officials, the media and
many, many more. This would never have been possible without everyone's
personal time spent and relentless dedication. It ensured a much-praised
successful outcome, not only nationally, but in the international arena as well.
It has been my privilege to have the opportunity to work with dedicated and
passionate individuals.

There are only about 190 flaminglets left to return to Kamfers Dam and their
release is planned in the very near future. Although the infrastructure at the
dam is not ideal as yet, the seasonal rains and the hard work done by several
interested parties in the area, has made the release and successful integration
of the rescued birds into the wild, possible.

We will continue to monitor the situation and we will update you regularly on
the last phase of this project. I am including links of our previous documents,
showing the history and the eventual fruition of the Mike Bolhuis: Flamingo
Project.

Last, but not least, the glory and successful outcome of this unique project
would never have been possible without our reliance on Our God in Heaven. All
Glory to Him answering prayers and strengthening each one of us daily. We
appreciate every prayer and blessing we received.
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Good morning Mike,

Your beautiful voice note regarding the anniversary of the Kamfers Dam 
Lesser Flamingo Rescue Project reached us early this morning.

There is so much to say about the project, yet we are still left speechless.

24 January 2019 is a date we will always remember. The devastation found on the dam a
year ago was heartbreaking and those images will haunt us for many years to come. We,
however, treasure the memories of how a community (local, national and international)
came together to assist with the largest rescue operation in Kimberley history. Those first
few weeks saw people of all ages and ethnicity stand together as 
one to bathe, feed and warm-up emaciated and dehydrated flamingo 
chicks. To this day we are blown away by the support our Society 
received from the local & global community and businesses during one 
of the toughest rescues, our Society has ever been involved with.

Our Society was by no means prepared for the scale of the rescue and the project.  No
words can ever describe our gratitude or can give proper thanks to those who assisted
during the rescue and the aftercare.

We wish you a blessed day while we remember not just the horror at the dam on that day,
but also treasure the positive response by volunteers and supporters.  We also want to
thank you for your persistence and hard work over the last year.
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We hope that the remaining rehabilitated flamingos will soon be 
repatriated and reunited with their wild counterparts.

With kind regards,
Alet Steyn
Kimberley SPCA Chairperson

24 January 2019

I remember the first day as if it were yesterday. And I remained there to the very last day. 

Only a few of us pitched to help out. The numbers grew steadily.  Volunteer numbers grew
into the hundreds. A few of us did the midnight shift – from 11:00 until 6:00 the next
morning, and we were there every day. At 4:30 we’d have a coffee break and listen to
Mike’s cranes waking up and calling out to each other. It became part of our routine – for 3
months until the midnight shift ended and we worked from 18:00 until 21:00.
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A few of us remained until the very last day: myself (Sonja), Debby, Francois, Willem,
Tanya, Simone and Brendan of course. We were present when the last few chicks were
boxed in for their flight home. We all shed a tear because we were part of their lives for so
many months and would miss them and our fellow-supporters dearly. All-in-all: We slept
little; experienced a lot; learned a great deal and built wonderful friendships that lasted to
this day.

Thank you, Mike, for initiating this project and to Claudia and my vet Heidi Smal for
bringing me on board. It was an experience we will all cherish forever.

Sonja
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Photos graciously supplied by Debbie Smith.

You may forward this information.

 
Regards

Mr. Mike Bolhuis
Specialist Investigators into
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Serious Violent & Serious Economic Crimes
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949
Cell no:  0824476116
International calls:  +27 824476116
E-mail: mikebolhuis1@gmail.com
Fax:  086 585 4924

Follow us on Facebook to view our projects -
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mike-Bolhuis/699211183522411?fref=ts

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: Our biggest enemy is disinformation. If you
receive any information regarding my organisation that concerns you,
please contact me, Mike Bolhuis, directly to confirm whether the
information is indeed factual or not.
STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment we require a formal
mandate with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not
make use of our services – you may not under any circumstance use my
name or the name of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever
end.

S.S.S. TASK TEAM
 
Mr. Werner Koekemoer
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
Second in Charge (2IC)
Head: Serious & Violent Crimes
Head: K9 Unit
Head: Anti-Poaching Unit
Head: Crime Prevention
Head: Anti-Crime Unit
Head: Crime Intelligence Unit
Head Covert Operations
Narcotics & Security Specialist
Head: Serious Violent Crimes Unit
Mobile:  +27 82 820 3680
E-mail: koekies.wk@gmail.com
Fax:  086 517 1160

Mr. Luke Enslin 
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator
Special Investigations – Project Manager & Investigations Head: SA 00013/00
BA (Unisa) & National Diploma (Pol.)
Organized Crime Threat Compiler & Organised Crime Investigator
Prevention of Organised Crime (POCA) Specialist
Multidisciplinary Under Cover Operative & Project Leader & Investigator
Mobile: +27 82 222 5821
Mobile: +27 79 533 7069

mailto:mikebolhuis1@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mike-Bolhuis/699211183522411?fref=ts
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E-mail: luke.enslin@gmail.com

Mr. Vince Harris
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
Senior Specialist Investigator: Senior Investigator Phase 1 / 2 / 3
Mobile: +27 82 673 1830
E-mail: vinceharris0@gmail.com
 
Mr. Koos Gerber
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
Head: Protection Unit
K9 Unit
Track & Tracing Unit
Risk Analysis Unit
Mobile: +27 82 952 6909
Email: kooscastle@gmail.com

Mr. Ivan Barnard
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: Internet Fraud
Head of Cybercrime Division - Email Scams, Internet Scams & Internet Fraud
Cryptocurrency & Blockchain Specialist
Certified MCP
White Hat – Ethical Hacker
Darkweb Expert
Mobile: +27 82 990 3411
E-mail: ivan.barnard@gmail.com
 
Mr. Anton Bonthuys
S.S.S Specialist Investigator
Specialist Data Analyst
IBMi2 Specialist
Telecommunication Specialist
Specialist Investigator - Money Laundering
Mobile: +27 83 236 1598
E-mail: anton@aabranding.co.za
 
Mr. Cecil Benade
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
K9 - Drug Enforcement Unit
K9 - Visual Tracking Unit
K9 - Explosive Identification Unit
Mobile: +27 82 459 2555
E-mail: cecilbenade75@gmail.com

Mr. Tony Naidoo
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes
Intelligence Gathering & Covert Operations Specialist
Serial Killing Investigation Specialist
Kidnapping Investigation Specialist
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Armed Robbery Investigation Specialist
Fraud Investigation Specialist
Mobile: +27 63 248 7260
E-mail: tonynaidoo1970@gmail.com
 
Mr. Vaughan Schwartz
S.S.S Specialist Investigator
Serious Economic Crimes  
National Chief Specialist Investigator
Serious Economic Crimes  
B.Proc (UNISA) & Nat. Dip. Police Admin. (RSA Tek)
Qualified Attorney & Conveyancer
Mobile: +27 79 347 5691
Email: vaughanschwartz@icloud.com

Mrs. Daniëlle Van Ede
S.S.S Specialist Investigator Criminologist
Serious Economic Crimes
Crime Information Analyst and Criminal Profiler
Expert Criminal Investigator Involving Female Offenders and
Personality Disorders
BA (Pretoria) BA HONS (Criminology) (Monash)
Mobile: 082 456 0367
Email: daniellevanede@icloud.com 

Mr. Morney Vos
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator
Commercial Crime Investigation
Vehicle Crime Investigation
K9 - Patrol/Explosive Specialist
K9 - Tracking Specialist
Mobile: +27 66 212 5193
E-mail: sss.morney@gmail.com
 
Mr. Wilhelm Keyser
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator
Serious Violent Crimes
Surveillance Specialist
Combat & Self Defense Specialist
VIP Bodyguard
Risk Analysis Specialist
Safety & Security Specialist
Head: Crime Protection Unit
Mobile: +27 82 772 8957
E-mail: wilhelmkeyser@yahoo.com
 
Mr. Hein Jooste
S.S.S Specialist Investigator
Crime Prevention Operative

mailto:daniellevanede@icloud.com
mailto:sss.morney@gmail.com
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Crime Intelligence & Covert Operative
Anti-Hijack & Security Specialist
Anti-Industrial/Corporate Espionage/Sabotage Specialist
Tracking & Tracing Specialist
VIP & Close Protection Operative
Special Weapons & Tactics Specialist
Mobile: +27 83 759 8689
Email: fourways.swordfighting@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Brendon Riley
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator
Bug & Debugging Specialist
Risk Analysis Specialist
Alarm & CCTV Expert
Crime Scene Cleaning Specialist
Safety & Security Equipment Specialist
Mobile: +27 83 273 7928
E-mail: bhriley@mweb.co.za

Mr. Wouter Botes
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator
Senior Specialist Researcher:
Serious Economic & Serious Violent Crime.
S.S.S Company Pilot /Aviation Investigator
S.S.S Media Platform Investigator
Mobile: +27 82 769 1389
E-mail address: lugvaart@gmail.com

Mrs. Lizzy van Niekerk
S.S.S Social Media Platform Specialist
Social Media Platform Manager
Online Community Expert
Digital Marketing Specialist
Mobile: + 27 74 301 3031
E-mail: lizzy@littlerabbitdigital.com   
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that you can inform and protect your loved ones and everyone you know.
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