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LEGACY

Legacy explores the unease we as humans experience with the idea of the loss of “self”
which can be equated to the fear of death and how it sometimes manifests in destructive
behaviour towards other humans, animals, and nature.

It is often revealed in our need to dominate, change and rule over or separate ourselves
from other humans and nature or to possess money, things, land or property, knowledge,
prestige, and even other humans.

It also becomes apparent in our need to be remembered or to leave a legacy.

The idea for this body of work began with a 3 months artist's residency sponsored by
SAFFCA on Entabeni Farm in Knysna at the end of 2018.

In Knysna, Helena was surrounded by the beauty and resilience of nature recovering from
the 2017 Knysna fires, yet it was also there, in her direct environment, where she was
constantly confronted with habitat destruction and the working of humans against nature.

Furthermore, on the 24th of October, the Outeniqua mountain fires broke out and
destroyed over 68 000 hectares of vegetation in 10 days, 4 times the area of the 2017
Knysna fires.

Helena is known for her highly detailed, expressions of people, especially South African
and migrant hand labourers, people who are often overlooked, but who play an important
role in our economy and society. In Knysna, she made a definite shift from focusing
exclusively on people to a more nature-related focus and her work also began to reveal a
more conceptual tone. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtZRgU2NOaI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtZRgU2NOaI
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The transition was not a difficult one since Helena believes that, in essence, to care about
nature ís to care about people, especially the more vulnerable people of our society. For
years Hugo has, through art, exploring the frailty and transient nature of human life. With
this exhibition, she begins to explore the even greater precarious fragility of nature. 

Soon after her return from Knysna, she was made aware of the flamingo crisis, which
started in Kimberley and soon became a national rescue effort to save the baby flamingos
of Kamfers dam. She began as a volunteer to help raise the flamingo chicks. Born from her
proximity to these near-threatened birds and because of the similarities of the themes and
issues explored during her Knysna residency, and that which became apparent from the
flamingo rescue effort, she decided to add to her Knysna work, ideas which related to, and
were developing from, her time as a volunteer. The relevance of the flamingo situation to
her exhibition concept was obvious. The Kamfers dam situation in Kimberley was
essentially a problem of habitat scarcity, habitat threats and habitat loss both directly and
indirectly caused by humans. Even the severe weather conditions and droughts were
indirectly caused by human activity causing global warming and abnormal weather
conditions.

She started to gather reference material in the form of photographs, sound recordings and
materials used during the rearing process and took impressions of the juvenile flamingo's
feet using non-toxic, fast setting “alginate”, used in the dental industry and matching and
cataloging these with the flamingo's micro-chip numbers.

The result was a conglomeration of work exploring our natural heritage or legacy and that
aspect of the ownership of land and nature, which is linked to habitat destruction.

She began to question the word “legacy”, a much-used word and one she often heard
used during her residency stay.

What do different people consider to be the definition of “a legacy”.

Is it material wealth and property or something that will make future generations
remember the “I” in me? But in trying to achieve this, what happens to our natural
heritage which belongs to future generations as much as to us?

By piling up short term comforts, excesses, and artificial possessions during a single short
life span and, yes, perhaps even being able to leave these behind for our own children,
how much of nature's precious and irreplaceable natural inheritances are being
disregarded, damaged and permanently lost to coming generations in order to satisfy our
short term goals?

But, when Helena speaks of these human tendencies she includes herself because to be
human is to possess ego and to be trapped in a system for which the only perfect solution
would be a total and global paradigm shift in the way we think about our relationship
towards nature.

Rescuing the flamingo chicks of Kamfers dam was an enormous effort and many sectors
worked together to aim for success. By attracting the Lesser Flamingo to a man-made dam
and island in an effort to increase their breeding capacity, we as humans had a special
responsibility towards these birds breeding at this specific site. The rescue effort not only
saved the life of a number of near-threatened birds but with extensive media attention had
the effect of exposing local municipality irregularities, which could not be overlooked or
ignored anymore and caused reparations to be made regarding the neglected dam and
nearby sewerage works.
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Yet giving of one's time and money to “save” something as endearing as a baby flamingo
has a certain feel-good aspect to it. Volunteers felt that they were part of something big
and doing something good on a larger scale. But would there have been as many
volunteers who would be willing to work towards saving an endangered amphibian or
fungi, for instance?

A definite carbon footprint of its own has been left by the rescue effort. Shrimps, fish, eggs
and other food,  medical supplies wrapped in plastics, sheets and towels, electricity and
petrol for planes and cars... all unnecessary stuff for a mother bird raising her chick in the
wild.

Keeping all of this in mind, such a rescue effort may, unfortunately, have its own negative
aspect, impacting other species on the planet and even the very future of the Lesser
Flamingos themselves. Not so much a vicious, but a, not so successful, the circle comes in
view when looking at it on an all-encompassing global scale.

Nobody can do it better than mother nature and it will behove us to remember that
prevention is better than cure, that everything is connected and every single day of our
lives offers us endless opportunities to make positive contributions towards the well being
of all species. We do not need to wait for the next flamingo crisis, we can make our mark
every day to help the Lesser Flamingo of Kamfers Dam and all remaining species.

Back to art and we see that visually there are two important symbols to be found in the
exhibition, clothing and the human skeleton. Also, algae, the staple food of the Lesser
Flamingo, is used as material in some of the works and most of the work take on a
greenish hue.

Clothing forms a very strong personal bond with the owner's life - it is close to the
wearer's body and it shares the owner's life for a time and it shares their work. Clothing,
therefore, becomes a metaphor for a person's life and at the same time here, it becomes a
symbol for possessions.

Helena has an interest in creating new objects with new meaning from old and withering
or discarded objects, thereby imitating life cycles. She often uses clothing obtained from
migrant labourers. The clothing for the fibre art pieces in this body of work was obtained
from migrant sugarcane cutters and the piece of clothing used as subject matter in the
paintings was obtained from a migrant farmworker on the Entabeni farm residency
premises.

The human skeleton is a metaphor for death, heritage and legacy, which ultimately will be
left of us, by us, and for us, in the physical world and that which we may also be forced
onto our environment and fellow sentient beings. Green is life. Algae, our main oxygen
supplier and an important role player at the beginning of life on earth.

Shadows, reflections, and imprints are more vehicles that are frequently used in the
artworks to convey impermanence.

None of the work on the exhibition portrays living breathing things. The images in the
artworks are that of long-dead or recently deceased people and animals or reflections and
shadows, which is but a fleeting moment in time. The flamingo footprint impressions come
nearest to portraying life, but even those are fourth-generation copies of the living original
and some of the footprints were taken from deceased birds. Even the realistically drawn
flamingo with a semblance of a living animal is nothing more than a stuffed animal in a
museum.
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Many of the artworks remind us of archaeology – in the fiber art pieces and embossings,
layers of soil are portrayed, like layers of meaning or memory and in some of the paintings
we see unearthed graves of recent or long-deceased people and animals. The process of
obtaining the flamingo footprints also had the ambience of archaeology. All the alginate
feet imprints were translated into plaster and carefully stored and catalogued in drawers
for later reference and use. Helena reminds us of the fleetingness of our own lives and of
other life forms. A lifespan of 90 years is but a shadow here on earth.

Leaving our own transient and short lives behind and taking into account the history of
man in general, cause the importance of our lives to dwindle even further. Homo sapiens
have only been on the earth for the last 200 000 years. Measured in a 24 hour day, we
“modern humans'” history can be counted in 1 second. We are but an afterword in the epic
history of life on earth.

Yet, in the last 70 years, we have caused the change at a rate and scale never seen before
in our planet's history. Homo sapiens received a world to live in, which has taken mother
nature billions of years to bring to perfection, yet we are destroying her legacy at an
alarming rate.
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PREVIOUS PROJECT REGARDING HELENA HUGO AND HER INTERACTION WITH
THE FLAMINGOS
https://mailchi.mp/8faac2169188/mike-bolhuis-the-flamingo-project-part-11

PREVIOUS PROJECTS
https://mailchi.mp/a0d5c4bf4114/project-the-mike-bolhuis-flamingo-project

You may forward this information.

 

https://mailchi.mp/8faac2169188/mike-bolhuis-the-flamingo-project-part-11
https://mailchi.mp/a0d5c4bf4114/project-the-mike-bolhuis-flamingo-project
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Regards

Mr. Mike Bolhuis
Specialist Investigators into
Serious Violent & Serious Economic Crimes
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949
Cell no:  0824476116
International calls:  +27 824476116
E-mail: mikebolhuis1@gmail.com
Fax:  086 585 4924

Follow us on Facebook to view our projects -
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mike-Bolhuis/699211183522411?fref=ts

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: Our biggest enemy is disinformation. If you
receive any information regarding my organisation that concerns you,
please contact me, Mike Bolhuis, directly to confirm whether the
information is indeed factual or not.
STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment we require a formal
mandate with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not
make use of our services – you may not under any circumstance use my
name or the name of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever
end.

S.S.S. TASK TEAM

Mr. Werner Koekemoer

S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes

Second in Charge (2IC)

Head: Serious & Violent Crimes

Head: K9 Unit

Head: Anti-Poaching Unit

Head: Crime Prevention

Head: Anti-Crime Unit

Head: Crime Intelligence Unit

Head Covert Operations

Narcotics & Security Specialist

Head: Serious Violent Crimes Unit

Mobile:  +27 82 820 3680

E-mail: koekies.wk@gmail.com

mailto:mikebolhuis1@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mike-Bolhuis/699211183522411?fref=ts
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Fax:  086 517 1160

Mr. Koos Gerber

S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes

Head: Protection Unit

K9 Unit

Track & Tracing Unit

Risk Analysis Unit

Mobile: +27 82 952 6909

Email: kooscastle@gmail.com

Mr. Luke Enslin 

S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator

Special Investigations – Project Manager & Investigations Head: SA 00013/00

BA (Unisa) & National Diploma (Pol.)

Organised Crime Threat Compiler & Organised Crime Investigator

Prevention of Organised Crime (POCA) Specialist

Multidisciplinary Under Cover Operative & Project Leader & Investigator

Mobile: +27 82 222 5821

Mobile: +27 79 533 7069

E-mail: luke.enslin@gmail.com

Mr. Vince Harris

S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes

Senior Specialist Investigator: Senior Investigator Phase 1 / 2 / 3

Mobile: +27 82 673 1830

E-mail: vinceharris0@gmail.com

Mr. Ivan Barnard

S.S.S. Specialist Investigator: Internet Fraud

Head of Cybercrime Division - Email Scams, Internet Scams & Internet Fraud

Cryptocurrency & Blockchain Specialist

Certified MCP

White Hat – Ethical Hacker

Darkweb Expert

Mobile: +27 82 990 3411

E-mail: ivan.barnard@gmail.com

Mr. Anton Bonthuys

S.S.S. Specialist Investigator
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Specialist Data Analyst

IBMi2 Specialist

Telecommunication Specialist

Specialist Investigator - Money Laundering

Mobile: +27 83 236 1598

E-mail: anton@aabranding.co.za 

Mr. Hein Jooste

Specialised Security Services

Specialist Investigator

Crime Prevention Operative

Crime Intelligence & Covert Operative

Anti-Hijack & Security Specialist

Anti-Industrial/Corporate Espionage/Sabotage Specialist

Tracking & Tracing Specialist

VIP & Close Protection Operative

Special Weapons & Tactics Specialist

Mobile: +27 83 759 8689

Email: fourways.swordfighting@gmail.com

Mr. Tony Naidoo

S.S.S. Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes

Intelligence Gathering and Covert Operations Specialist

Serial Killing Investigation Specialist

Kidnapping Investigation Specialist

Armed Robbery Investigation Specialist

Fraud Investigation Specialist

Mobile: +27 63 248 7260

E-mail: tonynaidoo1970@gmail.com

Mr. Cecil Benade

S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes

K9 - Drug Enforcement Unit

K9 - Visual Tracking Unit

K9 - Explosive Identification Unit

Mobile: +27 82 459 2555

E-mail: cecilbenade75@gmail.com 

Mr. Vaughan Schwartz

S.S.S. Specialist Investigator
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Serious Economic Crimes  

Mobile: +27 82 449 0249

Email: vaughanschwartz@icloud.com

Mrs. Daniëlle Van Ede

S.S.S Specialist Investigator Criminologist

Serious Economic Crimes

Crime Information Analyst and Criminal Profiler

Expert Criminal Investigator Involving Female Offenders and Personality Disorders

BA (Pretoria) BA HONS (Criminology) (Monash)

Mobile: 082 456 0367

Email: daniellevanede@icloud.com 

Mr. Morney Vos

S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator

Commercial Crime Investigation

Vehicle Crime Investigation

K9 - Patrol/Explosive Specialist

K9 - Tracking Specialist

Mobile: +27 66 212 5193

E-mail: sss.morney@gmail.com

  

Mr. Wilhelm Keyser

S.S.S. Specialized Investigator: Serious Violent Crimes

Head: Crime Protection Unit

Mobile: +27 82 772 8957

E-mail: wilhelmkeyser@yahoo.com  

Mr. Wouter Botes

S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator

Senior Specialist Researcher:

Serious Economic & Serious Violent Crime.

S.S.S. Company Pilot /Aviation Investigator

S.S.S. Media Platform Investigator

Mobile: +27 82 769 1389

E-mail address: lugvaart@gmail.com

Mrs. Lizzy van Niekerk

S.S.S. Social Media Platform Specialist

Social Media Platform Manager

mailto:daniellevanede@icloud.com
mailto:sss.morney@gmail.com
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Online Community Expert

Digital Marketing Specialist

Mobile: + 27 74 301 3031

E-mail: lizzy@littlerabbitdigital.com

Mr. Brendon Riley

S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator

Bug & Debugging Specialist

Risk Analysis Specialist

Alarm & CCTV Expert

Crime Scene Cleaning Specialist

Safety & Security Equipment Specialist

Mobile: +27 83 273 7928

E-mail: bhriley@mweb.co.za
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